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Questions for Just Mercy

1. As a result of his extensive work with low income and incarcerated people, Stevenson concludes that “the opposite of poverty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty is justice.” What does this statement mean? What examples in the book inform Stevenson’s position on poverty and its relationship to justice?
2. Which of Stevenson’s examples and stories resonate with you? Which stories surprised and shocked you? Is the book an eye-opener for you, or a validation of what you already knew? Be able to articulate the specifics of at one episode that resonated and surprised you and why (or how?) they did so.
3. Stevenson’s narrative raises some uncomfortable questions about the difference between the system in theory and the system in practice. In particular, his stories suggest that our country’s history of segregation, racially-prejudiced policies, and economic disparity still have grave effects in the present. How do the various cases and characters reflect that there is still work to be done on solving these larger inequities and issues of race, power, and poverty, so that the ideal becomes more real?
4. What role do nonprofit organizations play or could they play in assisting individuals on death row or children who are prison with life without parole? How does the organization that you chose help individuals who are incarcerated or focus on social justice?

